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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

 Understand how changing economic, political 
and social conditions influence human 
relations with other animals

 Recognize the integral role of nonhuman 
animals in human society

 Develop a new imagination for “seeing” animals 
in historic and present-day Canterbury



HUMAN/ANIMAL RELATIONS IN 
CANTERBURY
 Critical Animal Studies: 

 Animals as central to the construction of human 
societies

 Experiences of animals tied to the experiences of 
humans

 Social justice orientation

 Animal industry integral to early economy

 Woven into the tapestry of the cityscape

 More rarely recognized as persons in their own right

Nocella et al. (Eds.) Defining Critical Animal Studies. New York: Peter Lang.



GARGOYLES, GROTESQUES 
AND OTHER EFFIGIES

 Used to teach Christianity in 
age of illiteracy 

 Pagan depictions in crypt of 
Cathedral and other older 
buildings

 Animism

 Blurred boundary between humans 
and other animals

Benton, J. “Gargoyles: Animal Imagery and Artistic Individuality in Medieval Art.” Pp. 147-166, in Animals in the Middle Ages, N. Flores (Ed.). Routledge.



THE FISH MARKET

 Authorized since 14th century

 Originally on High Street 

 Mentioned in an 1187 deed

 St. Mary Bredman’s church 

 “Church of the fishmongers”; “St. Mary Fishman’s 
church”

 For a time moved to Burgate

 St. Margaret Street 

 Built in 1480

 New build in 1822

Hasted, E. 1800. The History and Topographical survey of the County of Kent, Vol 11. Canterbury: W. Bristow.



BUTTERMARKET

 Formerly “Bull’s Stake”

“Now for the name of the place, the Bull-stake: which it tooke from the baiting 
and chasing of Buls there, by an ancient order and custome of the City, used by the 
City Butchers, before their killing, not so much (if at all) for pleasure, as to make 
them mans meate, and fit to be eaten; which Buls flesh, without such baiting and 
chasing, is not held to be.” (Somner 1640: 144)

“Bull Baiting seems to have been a business as well as an amusement; and it 
was at one time carried on in Canterbury with infinite zest. We may imagine the 
confusion, riot, and clamour, in such places as the "Butter Market," once 
denominated the "Bull's Stake," when one bull was baited after another by the 
butchers; the meat of these animals, by order of Burghmote, not being allowed to be 
sold unless the bull had been baited previously to his being slaughtered. Now and 
then an infuriated animal broke from the stake, carrying terror and confusion before 
him as he franticly rushed through the narrow thoroughfares of the Mercerie, 
followed by shouting butchers and by yelling dogs, scarcely less savage or brutal 
than their masters.“ (Brent 1860: 40-41)

 Banned under the Cruelty to Animals Act of 1835

 Covered marketplace replaced bull’s stake
 Butter and other market goods stored there

 Slaughter Lane and Skinner’s Lane now closed over by Loake Shoemakers

Brent, J. 1860. Canterbury in the Olden Time. A. Ginder: Canterbury.
Somner, W. 1640. The Antiquities of Canterbury. Thrale: London.



THE CATTLE MARKET

 Dating to the site from at least 1580s

 Constructed over Anglo Saxon-constructed 
entrance to city

 Expensive 1801 improvement of market

 St. George’s Gate removed to improve passage

 Tolls collected

 Held every Saturday

 “Fattened” animals sold on alternate Mondays

 Destroyed during 1942 bombings and moved
 Ring road replaced market in mid-20th century

Tatton-Brown, T. 1988. St George’s Gate. Canterbury: Canterbury Archaeological Trust LTD.
Kentish Gazette. 2014. “Cattle Market Became Part of Ring Road.” Sept. 4.  



BUTCHERY LANE

 Originally a poultry market

“…there a Market held twice a Week, viz. on Wednesday 
and Saturday plentifully serving the City and 
Neighbouring Parts with all sorts of Provisions, 
especially Poultry, for which it seems it was famous in 
ancient Times; the Place where that Market was kept 
retaining the Name of the Poultry, or le Polettria…” 
(Somner 1640: 146-147)

 Medieval-early 1900s, site for city’s butchers

 Bombed in 1942

 Butchery hooks and holes still place

 Last butchery (Neil’s) closed in 1971

Somner, W. 1640. The Antiquities of Canterbury. Thrale: London.



ST. MILDRED'S TANNERY

 1810—2002

 Boom in business during Napoleonic Wars 
for horse accoutrements 

 Now transformed into luxury housing

 'This site was off-limits to the public and previously 
unloved because of the terrible smells that 
accompanied the tanning process” (Dorrell 2004)

 “Slub bank” made of waste and corpse 
byproducts

 Contaminated land and water

Dorrell, E. 2004. “Secret Architect Joins in Battle to Save Historic Canterbury Tannery.” Architects’ 
Journal, January 29. Retrieved from: https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/archive/secret-architect-
joins-in-battle-to-save-historic-canterbury-tannery



THE OLD WEAVERS HOUSE

 Silk manufacture dominates 17th c

 1 in 3 Canterburians employed in trade

 John Callaway (freeman and founder of 
what is now the Beanie) an influential 
silkweaver

 In 1780s, popularized the “Canterbury 
muslin” which introduced cotton fibers

 Trade drops off by 1800s

Kincaid, D., S. Hopkins, and C. McNab. 2010. Canterbury Conservation Area Appraisal. Canterbury City Council.

Turnagain Lane



THE VEGETARIAN SOCIETY

 Vegetarians converged at the 
Hydropathic Institute of Ramsgate in 
1847 to form the Vegetarian Society
 Hydrotherapy revivalist and vegan William 

Horsell

 150 initial members

 265 a year later

 889 five years later

 Society moves to Manchester 
thereafter

Shprintzen, A. 2013. The Vegetarian Crusade. University of North Carolina Press.



HORSES AND WAR
 Royal East Kent Yeomanry War 

Memorial (dedicated 1922)

 Rare memorial to animals killed 
in war

 8 million horses (plus more 
mules and donkeys) killed in 
WW1

 Greatest nonhuman casualties

 Artillery, weather, skin ailments, 
poison gas, starvation



HORSES AND WAR

 War Horse memorial

 Students of Canterbury College with local artisans

 Purple poppy (2006)

 “The War Horse Memorial pays tribute to the nobility, courage, unyielding 
loyalty and immeasurable contribution these animals played in giving us the 
freedom of democracy we all enjoy today, and signifies the last time the horse 
would be used on a mass scale in modern warfare.

The War Horse Memorial is the first national memorial dedicated to the millions 
of UK, Commonwealth & Allied horses, mules and donkeys lost during The 
Great War.

The Animal Purple Poppy Fund uses the Poppy trademark under licence from 
the Royal British Legion, but is not endorsed by, or affiliated with or otherwise 
connected with the Royal British Legion.” (thwarhorsememorial.org)

 "We see no conflict in wearing the red poppy next to the purple or white 
poppy. Many animal rights supporters also support our work. We do ask 
that the items are not offered alongside each other however as this 
would confuse the public.“ (Royal British Legion)

 "Animals are not heroes, they are victims. They do not give their lives, 
they are taken.“ (Animal Aid)

BBC. 2015. “Remembrance Poppy: Controversies and How to Wear It.” Newsbeat: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/29848595/remembrance-poppy-controversies-and-how-to-wear-it



CONCLUSION

 Sociology invites us to notice social 
relations embedded in the everyday

 A critical lens uncovers a rich story of 
human/nonhuman relations in 
Canterbury

 What else will you notice as you explore 
the city?


