V-Rated

Sexualization as a Mechanism
of Food Justice
Depoliticization

COREY L. WRENN rHo

LECTURER IN SOCIOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF KENT

CO-DIRECTOR, CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL MOVEMENTS

PAST-CHAIR, SECTION ON ANIMALS & SOCIETY, AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

CO-FOUNDER, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF VEGAN SOCIOLOGISTS




Objectives

***Introduction to a vegan feminism
**Examples of veganism sexualized

***A vegan feminist theory of depoliticizing and
commodifying veganism
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**Vegan discrimination
(Greenebaum 2016)
*** Animal nationalism and

the threat of veganism
(Wright 2015)

Unfounded claims do not reflect president's proposals to tackle
global heating, which make no mention of meat consumption

At a major summil hosted by Joe Biden last week, a procession of world
leaders [retled aver the spiraling dangers of the climate crisis, with some



Why Gender?

**Multiple studies find that
women are more disposed
to veganism and empathy for
other animals

***Men exaggerate meat-
eating and species
dominance

Chan, E. and N. Zlatevska. 2019. “Is Meat Sex?” Food Quality and Preference 74: 78-87.
Guiné, R. et al. 2019. “Influence of Sociodemographic factors on Eating Motivations.” International Journal of Social Sciences and Nutrition 71 (5): 614-627.



Vegan Feminist Theory

**Symbolic, attitudinal, and behavioral
intersections between speciesism and sexism

**Consumption is key
**Turned into “meat,” fragmented, objectified
***Persons reduced to bodies are bought, sold,
and consumed by those in power

+»*Sexualization facilitates uncritical,
pleasurable consumption (Adams 2000)

Adams, C. 2000. The Sexual Politics of Meat. Continuum.
Adams, C. 2010. “Why Feminist-Vegan Now?” Feminism & Psychology 20 (3): 302-317.

Adams, C. and J. Donovan (Eds.). 1995. Animals and Women: Feminist Theoretical Explorations. Durham: Duke University Press. &2
Donovan, J. 1990. “Animal Rights and Feminist Theory.” Signs 15 (2): 350-375.

Luke, B. 2007. Brutal: Manhood and the Exploitation of Animals. Champaign: University of Illinois Press.




Vegan Misogyny

**Movement panders to gender
scripts

+*Sex sells tactic

Ehe New Pork Times
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Sexual Harassment Allegations

**Rape/VAW culture

**Sexual harassment




Vegan Depoliticization

***Social movements and the market in a reciprocal

relationship
*»*Particularly under the influence of the nonprofit system

***Sexualization used to sell veganism
***Appeal to male customer base
**And undermine its political potency
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Aldi UK @ —
lanuary 15 at 232 PM -

Vegan pizza and chill? Oooh go on then < In store now!
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Black Feminist Considerations

*»*Sexuality is experienced and interpreted differently based
on other social roles

“*“Normal female heterosexuality is expressed via the cult of
true White womanhood, whereas deviant female
heterosexuality is typified by the “hot mommas” of Black
womanhood. (p. 83)

**Black women'’s sexuality historically exploited for capitalist
aims
**Something to be controlled and put on display
**Framed as deviant

**What happens when Black women themselves take control
over vegan sexuality?
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Conclusion

***Vegan feminism recognizes intersections of
speciesism and sexism

**The vegan movement often exhibits intersectional

failure
**The marketplace reflects this (or vice versa)
**Veganism depoliticized via sexualization

**Upholds white, able-bodied, hetero sexual norms
**Black vegan entrepreneurs may be challenging this



