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The relationship between humans and other animals has received both popular and 
scholarly attention over the past two decades. Philosophers, feminists, psychologists, 
anthropologists and sociologists are examining these relationships. 

Historical and cross-cultural studies reveal that humans are not consistent in our 
perceptions of, or relations with, other animals, suggesting that socially constructed 
realities extend into human-animal relations. For thousands of years, various nonhuman 
animals have figured prominently in both the material foundations and the ideological 
underpinnings of human societies. 

Increasingly, social scientists are focusing on the ethical, ecological and societal 
consequences of continuing these patterns into the 21st century. For example, some 
scholars argue that cultural practices that define and use of other animals as food figure 
prominently into various forms of human rights abuses and environmental devastation. In 
addition, health research indicates that high rates of heart disease and cancer in many 
cultures, with the attendant economic and social consequences, can be attributed to the 
consumption of animals. Others suggest that human perception and treatment of other 
animals are related in significant ways to such enduring problems as racism, sexism and 
violence against vulnerable groups of people. 

Required Texts

Ø David Nibert.  2002.  Animal Rights/Human Rights: Entanglements of Oppression 
and Liberation. Rowman & Littlefield.

Ø John Robbins.  1998.  Diet for a New America.  2nd edition.  HJ Kramer.

Course Objectives

1. Broadly, this course focuses your ability to think critically and sociologically 
about human relationships with nonhuman animals.

2. A second objective that will help fulfill the first is the discussion of major theories 
about human and nonhuman relationships through reading, writing, and 
discussion.

3. Another crucial goal is to develop skills in understanding and evaluating current 
policies, social movements, and societal values pertaining to nonhuman animals.



4. Recognizing intersections with other oppressed human groups is another focus of 
this course.  As such, we will explore the relationship between speciesism and 
sexism, racism, classism, and xenocentrism.

5. Finally, the ability to read critically and analyze media content, social movement 
literature and claimsmaking, and scholarly contributions along with the ability to 
formulate thoughtful written materials utilizing critical thinking skills is an 
important goal that will be fostered in this class.

Contact
I prefer you contact me through RamCT email.  

Late Submissions
Late submissions will be accepted only for special circumstances.  You must notify me in 
advance of the due date and a late submission grade penalty may be applied.

RamCT:  
Check RamCT regularly for course announcements, mail, and updates on course 
documents, and assignments.  A discussion board is also available to connect with 
classmates.  Supplementary required readings will be posted here.  Please check your 
RamCT mail prior to each class in case of class cancelations and other important 
announcements.

Writing Competency:
Writing assignments in this class are intended to improve students’ comprehension of 
course content and proficiency in writing.  Students are expected to demonstrate:

Ø The ability to convey a theme or argument clearly and coherently,
Ø The ability to analyze critically and to synthesize the work of others,
Ø The ability to acquire and apply information from appropriate sources, and
Ø Competence in standard written English (including proper use of syntax, 

grammar, punctuation, etc.)
If you require assistance on meeting these requirements, please set up an appointment 
with the CSU writing center (http://writing.colostate.edu/).  This course requires strict 
adherence to the American Sociological Association’s citation style.  Please see the Owl 
at Purdue website for assistance (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/).  See the RamCT page 
for further information on citing in the ASA style.
 
Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, and Classroom Behavior
Students will comply with the rules and regulations concerning academic dishonesty, 
plagiarism and classroom behavior	  that	  are	  found	  in	  the	  Colorado	  State	  University	  
General	  Catalog (http://www.catalog.colostate.edu/FrontPDF/1.6POLICIES1112f.pdf ).	  	  
Plagiarism	  is	  an	  act	  of	  academic	  dishonesty	  that	  includes	  submitting	  something	  written	  by	  
others	  as	  your	  own	  written	  work,	  paraphrasing	  without	  proper	  documentation,	  and/or	  
quoting	  without	  proper	  documentation.	  	  Please	  refer	  to	  RamCT	  for	  instructional	  materials	  
to	  assist	  you	  in	  proper	  citation.
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http://writing.colostate.edu/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
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Evaluation of Student Performance
Reflection Papers:  60%
Short Essay:  30%
Attendance and Participation:  10%

A 93.3 % - 100%
A- 90.0% - 93.2%
B+ 86.7% - 89.9%
B 83.3% - 86.6%
B- 80.0% - 83.2%
C+ 75.0% - 79.9%
C 70.0% - 74.9%
D 60.0% - 69.9%

F
59.9% or 
below

Reflection Papers
You will be responsible for turning in a one page, double-spaced summative reflection 
paper at the beginning of each class (Weeks 2-15).   The reflection papers will summarize 
and synthetize the readings assigned for that week’s lecture.  These papers are intended to 
help me monitor your comprehension and progress and to encourage you to think 
critically about the reading.  These papers should adhere to ASA guidelines.  

Short Essay
You will be required to submit a 4-5 page, double-spaced essay for Week 16 in lieu of a 
final exam.  This paper is designed to be semi-comprehensive and will address one of 
several major themes covered in the course.  Potential themes include a comparison of 
major foundational theories, an exploration into the intersections of human and other 
animal oppression, and social movement dynamics.  These papers must adhere to the 
ASA guidelines.  An assignment sheet will be posted on RamCT with further instructions 
on Week 13.

Attendance and Participation
Both attendance and contributing meaningfully to discussion are necessary for maximum 
benefit and learning from this course.  As such, they are included as part of student 
performance and the final grade.  
 
Course Schedule
Readings assigned to each week must be read before class. This schedule, and anything 
on the syllabus, is subject to change based upon class progress. Any changes will be 
announced and discussed in class and RamCT.  
 



Different Abilities
If you are a student who will need accommodations in this class, please make an 
appointment to see me to discuss your individual needs.  Any accommodation must be 
discussed in a timely manner prior to implementation.  A verifying memo from Resources 
for Disabled Students may be required before any accommodation is provided.

Week 1:  August 20-24
Introduction

Week 2:  August 27-31
The Role of Nonhuman Animals in Human Societies

Ø Robbins – Diet for a New America Chapters 1-5

Week 3: September 3-7
The Social Construction of Animals and Speciesism

Ø Francione – “We’re All Michael Vick”
Ø Nibert - Animal Rights/Human Rights Chapter 1 and Chapter 6

Week 4: September 10-14
Major Theories in Nonhuman Animal Rights:  Singer and Regan

Ø Singer – Practical Ethics Selections
Ø Regan – The Case for Animal Rights Selections
Ø Steiner – “Ask the Prof:  The Differences Between Singer, Regan, and Francione”

Week 5:  September 17-21
Major Theories in Nonhuman Animal Rights: Francione and Nibert

Ø Nibert – “Humans and Other Animals:  Sociology’s Moral and Intellectual 
Challenge.”

Ø Francione – “Animal Rights:  Your Child or the Dog?” from Introduction to 
Animal Rights:  Your Child or the Dog Selections

Week 6:  September 24-28
Nonhuman Animals, Culture, and Health

Ø Robbins – Diet for a New America Chapters 8-10

Week 7:  October 1-5
Nonhuman Animals and the Economy

Ø Nibert – Animal Rights/Human Rights Chapter 2
Ø Torres – “Taking Equality Seriously” (p. 4-11) from Making a Killing:  The 

Political Economy of Animal Rights 

Week 8:  October 8-12
Intersections with Class



Ø Nibert – Animal Rights/Human Rights Chapter 3
Ø Schlosser – “The Most Dangerous Job” from Fast Food Nation:  The Dark Side of 

the All-American Meal

Week 9:  October 15-19
Intersections with Race

Ø Harper – “Social Justice Beliefs and Addiction to Uncompassionate Consumption:  
Food for Thought” from Sistah Vegan:  Food, Identity, Health, and Society:  
Black Female Vegans Speak

Ø Harper – “Race as a ‘Feeble Matter’ in Veganism:  Interrogating Whiteness, 
Geopolitical Privilege, and Consumption of ‘Cruelty-free’ Products.”

Ø Spiegel – “An Historical Understanding” from The Dreaded Comparison:  
Human and Animal Slavery Selections

Week 10:  October 22-26
Intersections with Gender

Ø Adams – “Why Feminist-Vegan Now?”
Ø Dunayer – “Sexist Words, Speciesist Roots” from Animals & Women:  Feminist 

Theoretical Explorations
Ø Gaarder – “Gender Divisions in Labor, Leadership, and Legitimacy” (p. 94-107) 

from Women and the Animal Rights Movement

Week 11:  October 29-November 2
Nonhuman Animals and the Environment

Ø Goodland & Anhang – “Livestock and Climate Change”

Week 12:  November 5-9
Nonhuman Animals, the Law and Public Policy

Ø Nibert – Animal Rights/Human Rights Chapter 5
Ø Lovitz – “Laws Fail Nonhuman Animals” (p. 39-44) and “The Animal Enterprise 

Terrorism Act” from Muzzling a Movement:  The Effects of Anti-Terrorism Law, 
Money, and Politics on Animal Activism

Week 13:  November 12-16
The Animal Rights Movement:  Welfare

Ø Garner – “A Defense of a Broad Animal Protectionism” (p. 120-135, 146-162, 
168-170) from The Animal Rights Debate:  Abolition or Regulation?

Week 14:  November 26-30
The Animal Rights Movement:  Abolition

Ø Francione – “Reflections on Animals, Property, and the Law and Rain without 
Thunder”



Week 15:  December 3-7
Veganism, Vegetarianism, and Alternative Food Systems

Ø Nibert – Animal Rights/Human Rights Chapter 4
Ø Torres – “You Cannot Buy the Revolution” from Making a Killing:  The Political 

Economy of Animal Rights

Week 16:  Essay due by Friday 


