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SOC 372 SOCIOLOGY OF DEVIANCE SYLLABUS   

 
 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

Instructor: Corey Lee Wrenn 
Phone: 540-969-9687 
Skype: coreyleewrenn 
Email: corey.wrenn@gmail.com  
Be advised, if you use an unofficial email such as a Yahoo account, your email 
may go to spam. I check my Gmail account at least once per day, usually more, 
so this is the quickest way to reach me. I try to guarantee a response within 24 
hours. Alternatively, I check my Canvas inbox once per day, Monday-Friday. 

 
Please note: Your instructor is not based in Colorado, but is teaching this distance course from 
the east coast. She is not available for in person meetings and may not be available during 
regular business hours in Mountain Standard Time. 
   

TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
Need technical assistance with your online course? Try the following: 

 Visit the Canvas Student Resources for guides and videos.  

 Visit Central I.T. Technical Support Helpdesk for technical support.  

 Call 970-491-7276.  

 Email Help Desk Support. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION   
In this course we will explore the concept of deviance through a critical sociological lens.  We will 
examine the way that society defines deviance and the social reaction and outcomes of these 
definitions.  We will study attitudes, behaviors, and conditions that generate criticism, stigma, social 
isolation, and impaired social relations.  We begin this course by unpacking social theories regarding 
deviance.  We then apply those theories to studies that interest sociologists.  The course objectives and 
structure are summarized briefly in this syllabus.  The course objectives will be realized using the 
sociological imagination and critical thinking.  Please be aware that this course will challenge many 
taken-for-granted social “realities” and will often cover uncomfortable subjects.  I ask that you please 
maintain a professional demeanor and help me in creating a respectful and safe environment for 
discussion and learning. 
 

COURSE PREREQUISITES 
SOC 100 (General Sociology) or SOC 105 (Social Problems). 

mailto:corey.wrenn@gmail.com
http://info.canvas.colostate.edu/student-resources.aspx
http://lib.colostate.edu/services/computers/technical-support-helpdesk
mailto:help@colostate.edu
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COURSE GOALS  
 Recognize the social construction of deviance and subsequent social implications 

 Understand and apply theories in the sociology of deviance  

 Explore case studies in deviance  

 Develop critical thinking skills and sociological imagination 

 
REQUIRED TEXT 

Marshall Clinard & Robert Meier.  2008.  Sociology of Deviant 
Behavior.  14th edition.  Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 
ISBN-10: 049581167X; ISBN-13: 978-0495811671. 
 

You are welcome to use an older edition, but you are responsible for 
any discrepancies.   You will also be responsible for articles and other 
reading materials available to view and download from RamCT. The 
university bookstore no longer has textbooks for online course 
preordered, you must order the book yourself through the bookstore 
or through an online supplier such as Amazon.  

 

OTHER REQUIRED OR SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS  
Each module may have additional articles, websites, or videos. These will be posted on Canvas. 
 

COURSE PRESENTATION AND PROCEDURES 
Each module you will have one chapter of reading from the text.  Sometimes supplementary 
readings will be required.  Each module you will also need to complete a timed quiz to 
determine your comprehension of the assigned reading.  A video lecture (with downloadable 
Power Point slides) for each module is provided, and it is recommended that this is watched 
before taking the quiz or participating in the discussion. A discussion question/project will also 
be posted each module.  Sometimes these discussion questions will require you to conduct 
additional internet research or watch videos for analysis.  There are two due dates each week: 
the first discussion response for each module is due on Wednesday evening at 5 p.m. MST; a 
quiz and two follow-up discussion responses for each module are due on Sunday by midnight. 
An essay will be due at the end of the semester, the directions for which are released mid-
semester.   Please see Canvas for detailed information on discussion board responsibilities and 
the essay assignment. This course is operated in Mountain Standard Time (MST). 
 

For each module, students should access and complete: 1) Video lecture; 2) Chapter 
reading and any additional required reading; 3) Quiz (due Sunday by midnight); 4) 
Discussion Assignment (1st post by Wednesday at 5p.m. MST; 2nd and 3rd post by 
Sunday at midnight MST). 
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Future modules are hidden to prevent students from working ahead, however, students are 
encouraged to read ahead in their textbook so they will be prepared to complete the discussion 
post due by Wednesday night.  For instance, some students will need more than Monday and 
Tuesday to complete the chapter reading and might want to start reading over the weekend 
before. For this same reason, students will want to check in on the first day of the week to 
make sure they manage their time appropriately before the Wednesday deadline. Some 
discussion assignments require additional research or a video. 
 

PARTICIPATION EXPECTATIONS AND ESTIMATIONS 
Check Canvas regularly for course announcements, course documents, assignments, and mail.  
The lectures, discussion board, quizzes, and other course materials will be available there.  You 
are responsible for checking Canvas regularly for important announcements. 
 
Each module will entail the following: 

 30-45 minutes video lecture 

 60-180 minutes reading and studying 

 60-90 minutes discussion participation 

 20 minutes completing quiz 

 10-30 minutes navigating module expectations, reading announcements, etc. 
 

Some modules also entail: 

 5-90 minute additional videos 

 30-60 minutes internet/library research 
 

GRADING 
As a student enrolled in this course, one of your responsibilities is to submit course work by the 
due dates listed in the Course Schedule. Personal responsibility, discipline, organization, and 
time management is especially important in an online classroom. That being said, please know 
that I take my role as your instructor very seriously! My job is to help you to succeed.  I care 
about how well you do in this course and that you have a satisfying, rewarding experience. 
Sometimes students feel embarrassed or uncomfortable contacting me with questions or 
problems that they think are unimportant: it is my job to help you and it is no problem at all for 
you to email me for any issue big or small! Please, by all means, get in touch as much as you 
need to in order to feel confident in this class.  
 
I work hard to respond individually to the work you submit in this class and to return your work 
in a timely manner.  I almost always complete discussion grading on Mondays, sometime 
Tuesdays if I am out of the office or traveling. Our final essay is due the 15th week of class, 
meaning that I use the 16th week to grade them. All grades and grading comments are provided 
on Canvas (sometimes I email essay comments directly).  Any time I will be away from the 
computer and unable to grade on time or answer emails, I will leave an announcement and/or 
email to alert you of this. 
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ASSIGNMENT* GRADE POINTS GRADE PERCENTAGE 

Discussions (16) 100  50% 

Quizzes (16) 100  30% 

Final Paper (1) 100  20% 

Total:    100 % 

*Keep a copy of all work created for the course, including work submitted through Canvas 
course learning management system. 
 

ASSIGNMENT DETAILS 
Quizzes 
Each module has a quiz worth 100 points. It will consist of 10 questions, all of which are pulled 
directly from the chapter reading (except for Module 15, which has no corresponding chapter. 
In this case, the quiz relies on the articles assigned). Quizzes are timed at 20 minutes. I highly 
recommend you do the reading first, taking adequate notes and highlighting main points. It 
may also be helpful to watch the lecture before taking the quiz, as the lecture often reiterates 
many of the main ideas from the reading. There are 16 quizzes total, accounting for 30% of your 
final grade. 
 
Discussions 
Module discussions are intended to ensure that you comprehend course material and can 
demonstrate an ability to think critically and synthesize major concepts.  The papers are also a 
way to ensure attendance and allow you to interact with your classmates and instructor.  
Discussions allow for in-depth exploration into the module topic and timely feedback.   
 

To ensure the integrity of discussions, students are not allowed to post all three responses in 
one day.  You must use ASA style citations.  See Canvas for information on using ASA 
appropriately.  You are expected to run your response through spell check and grammar check 
before submitting.   Your discussion posts should address all assigned materials for the module.  
This includes the text and any additional readings, films, etc.  You are not expected to reference 
the lecture (except in a handful of cases where it is indicated as required), though it could be to 
your benefit to do so if you so choose.  Remember to cite any information that is not your own 
so that other students can refer to your sources and follow your argument. Unless otherwise 
specified in the directions, you are expected to address the main points from sources and 
synthesize them coherently.  In doing so, it would be helpful to acknowledge how the pieces 
agree and disagree and to address some shortcomings or concerns found with these pieces.   I 
do not want to see a list of simple summaries:  I want to see critical thinking, comparisons and 
contrasts, and problem identification.     
 

Each discussion assignment is worth a total of 100 points.  Together, the 16 discussions 
compromise 50% of your final grade.  To receive full credit you must cite.  You must also 
demonstrate adequate writing skills:  this includes appropriate formatting, flow, and syntax.  In 
other words, it must be a legible and coherent piece.  To receive full credit you will also need to 
address all major readings for the module.   A grading rubric is available in the “Discussion 
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Guidelines” posted on Canvas. Students should demonstrate quality posting based on the 
following thread criteria: 1) Demonstration of having read the material by volunteering answers 
to questions and seeking clarification of points in the readings  2) Asking questions that extend 
the thinking of the class and the instructor  3) Contribution of relevant examples that support 
and justify claims  4) Sharing experiences when asked or when relevant (if you feel comfortable 
doing so)  5) Maintaining a positive attitude and professional courtesy  6) Bringing unique 
thought, insight and depth to the topic at hand, and 7) Using proper grammar, spelling, 
punctuation and citations where appropriate. 
 
The first discussion post is due Wednesday at 5 p.m. MST and must address the discussion 
prompt. Then, by Sunday night at midnight, you will need to post two more responses (either to 
the instructor or to other students). Remember that all three posts must engage the course 
material and cite where appropriate. Many students lose points by posting a very solid first 
post, then “dropping the ball” on their follow-up posts. Common mistakes include posting some 
ideas off the top of their head (“I think teenagers are probably more likely to be deviant.”), 
cheerleading or encouragement (“Well said!” or “Great post!”), repeating the original poster 
(“You wrote that deviance and race are related. I agree”), or citing a television show or movie 
(“I saw this in Orange is the New Black last night.”) These types of comments are okay if you use 
them to lead into a substantive analysis, but they are not appropriate standing alone. So, if you 
saw something on television that reminds you of a topic we are discussing, if you agree with 
another student’s post, or you notice a trend in the discussion, substantiate this by revisiting 
the course material to use sociological research to bolster your observation or argument. 
 
To successfully complete discussion posts: 1) Post on time (1st post by Wednesday at 5 p.m. 
MST, 2nd and 3rd posts by Sunday at midnight); 2) Engage all the course material (required 
reading, lecture, and any other required materials); 3) Cite; 4) Ensure all three posts are 
grounded in the course material in order to offer a substantive, sociological argument; and 5) 
Do not post all posts on the same day. 
 
Final Essay 
Mid-semester, directions for your final essay will be released. Be advised that you are given an 
entire half of the semester to work on this essay, so you should have plenty of time to 
accommodate the assignment. This essay (5-7 pages) will pull on the foundational theory of 
deviance covered in the first half of the semester in order to explain a form of deviance of your 
choosing. To do well on this assignment, take good notes in the weeks when we cover theory, 
and as soon as the assignment is released, get started on your essay. If you commit to working 
on your essay for just a few minutes a day, you will have plenty of time to build a solid paper. I 
accept rough drafts up to one week before the due date for students wanting to ensure they 
are on the right track. This essay counts for 20% of your grade. No re-writes and no late 
submissions. 
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BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS 

Academic Integrity 
This course will adhere to the CSU Academic Integrity Policies and Guiding Principles as found in 
the General Catalog and the Student Conduct Code. Academic integrity is conceptualized as 
doing and taking credit for one’s own work.  Violations of the university’s academic integrity 
standards include, but are not limited to: 

 Cheating—includes using unauthorized sources of information and providing or 
receiving unauthorized assistance on any form of academic work or engaging in any 
behavior specifically prohibited by the faculty member.  

 Plagiarism—includes the copying of language, structure, ideas, or thoughts of another, 
and representing them as one’s own without proper acknowledgment.  

 Unauthorized Possession or Disposition of Academic Materials—includes the 
unauthorized selling or purchasing of examinations or other academic work; stealing 
another student’s work; unauthorized entry to or use of material in a computer file; and 
using information from or possessing exams that an instructor did not authorize for 
release to students. 

 Falsification—includes any untruth, either verbal or written, in one’s academic work.   

 Facilitation—includes knowingly assisting another to commit an act of academic 
misconduct. 

At a minimum, violations will result in a grading penalty in this course and a report to the Office 
of Conflict Resolution and Student Conduct Services. I take plagiarism very seriously. Please 
refer to Canvas where I have posted instructional materials to assist you in proper citation. It is 
better to be safe than sorry, please email me at any time if you are concerned about citing 
appropriately. 
 
Academic integrity lies at the core of our common goal: to create an intellectually honest and rigorous 
community. Because academic integrity, and the personal and social integrity of which academic 
integrity is an integral part, is so central to our mission as students, teachers, scholars, and citizens, I will 
ask that you affirm the CSU Honor Pledge as part of completing your work in this course. While you will 
not be required to affirm the honor pledge, you will be asked to affirm the following statement at the 
start of your essay: 

"I have not given, received, or used any unauthorized assistance." 
Further information about Academic Integrity is available at CSU’s Practicing Academic Integrity. 

 
Maintaining a Non-violent Classroom 

Please be aware that this course will challenge many taken-for-granted social “realities” and 
will often cover uncomfortable subjects.  I ask that you please maintain a professional 
demeanor and help me in creating a respectful and safe environment for discussion and 
learning.  While we will have differing opinions and backgrounds, there is a zero-tolerance 
policy for racist, classist, sexist, homophobic/heterosexist, transphobic, ableist, and ageist 
language or violent language of any kind.  Please consider the feelings and well-being of others. 
An uncomfortable or unsafe learning environment severely impacts students’ ability to 
succeed.  If you are uncertain about whether or not something you want to write is 
appropriate, you may contact me, otherwise you should err on the side of caution. 

http://www.catalog.colostate.edu/Content/files/2012/FrontPDF/1.6POLICIES.pdf
http://www.conflictresolution.colostate.edu/conduct-code
http://learning.colostate.edu/integrity/index.cfm
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Electronic Backup 
Each student is responsible for maintaining reliable disks and data.  Damaged disks and/or lost 
files will not be an acceptable excuse for missing a deadline.  Keep multiple back-ups of all 
projects while in production.  Students are responsible for turning in completed projects 
despite lab or equipment accessibility issues, machine or media failures or other technical 
problems.  Plan your work schedule appropriately to account for the frailties of technology. 
 
Writing Comprehension 
Writing assignments in this class are intended to improve students’ comprehension of course 
content and proficiency in writing.  Students are expected to demonstrate:  

 The ability to convey a theme or argument clearly and coherently,  

 The ability to analyze critically and to synthesize the work of others,  

 The ability to acquire and apply information from appropriate sources, and  

 Competence in standard written English (including proper use of syntax, grammar, 
punctuation, etc.)  

If you require assistance on meeting these requirements, please set up an appointment with 
the CSU writing center.  This course requires strict adherence to the American Sociological 
Association’s citation style.  Please see the Owl at Purdue website for assistance.  See Canvas 
for further information on citing in the ASA style. 
 

GRADE DESCRIPTION 

98-100 % = A+ 93-97 % = A 90-92 % = A- 

88-89 %   = B+ 83-87 % = B 80-82 % = B- 

78-79 %   = C+ 73-77 % = C 70-72 % = C- 

68-69 %   = D+ 63-67 % = D 60-62 % = D- 

0-59 %   = F 
 

MAKE UP POLICIES 
Late Submissions and Absences 
No late submissions will be accepted without a note from a physician or the university.  I will 
only accept late submissions from students who notify me at least 24 hours in advance except 
in emergency situations (which must be documented).  If you require special circumstances, 
please email me to discuss your options.  Students who will have prolonged absences from the 
course due to medical, mental health, personal or family crisis, illness, or injury will need to 
contact the Student Case Management Office.  
 

Extra Credit 
No extra credit will be granted to individual students.  However, I reserve the right to assign 
extra credit opportunities to the entire class.  
 

 
 

http://writing.colostate.edu/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
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UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING 
I am committed to the principle of universal learning. This means that our classroom, our virtual 
spaces, our practices, and our interactions be as inclusive as possible. Mutual respect, civility, 
and the ability to listen and observe others carefully are crucial to universal learning. 
 
If you are a student who will need accommodations in this class, please contact me to discuss 
your individual needs. Any accommodation must be discussed in a timely manner prior to 
implementation.  A verifying memo from Resources for Disabled Students may be required 
before any accommodation is provided. 
 

SYSTEM, MULTIMEDIA, AND SOFTWARE REQUIREMENTS 
Having trouble with the multimedia in this course? See the solutions below. Also, it is highly 
recommended that you access your course via a high-speed Internet connection. 

 Problems with opening PDFs? 
o Download Adobe Reader.  

 Canvas acting funny? 
o Review Canvas guide for Supported Browsers. 

 YouTube videos not playing? 
o Download Flash Player.  

 Videos not opening or playing on your Mac? 
o Download Windows Media Components for QuickTime.  

 Still having issues: 
o Call the CSU Help Desk at 970-491-7276 or Email Help Desk Support 

You must have speakers installed and working properly on your computer before beginning the 
course. You may need access to Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, and/or Excel to complete 
assignments. If you do not have access to the Microsoft Office applications, you may use one of 
the following free resources that allow you to save your files with Microsoft Office file 
extensions (.doc, .docs, .ppt, .xls.): 

 Google Apps for CSU—a free, outsourced communications suite endorsed by The 
University Technology Fee Advisory Board (UTFAB) 

 Office 365—the full version of Microsoft Office free of charge for CSU students. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://rds.colostate.edu/
http://get.adobe.com/reader/
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4214/l/41056-which-browsers-does-canvas-support
http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/products/windows-media-player/wmcomponents
mailto:help@colostate.edu
https://eid.colostate.edu/gmail/Create.aspx
http://www.acns.colostate.edu/O365
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

Week 1:  Jan. 19 – Jan. 24 Module 1:  Introduction to Deviance 
Week 2:  Jan. 25 – Jan. 31 Module 2:  Deviant Events and Social Control 

Week 3:  Feb. 1 – Feb. 7 Module 3:  Explaining Deviance 
Week 4:  Feb. 8  – Feb. 14 Module 4:  Major Theories of Deviance 

Week 5:  Feb. 15 – Feb. 21 Module 5:  Crimes of Interpersonal Violence 

Week 6:  Feb. 22 – Feb. 28 Module 6:  Nonviolent Crime 
Week 7:  Feb. 29 – March 6 Module 7:  White-Collar and Corporate Crime 

Week 8:  March 7 – March 13 Module 8:  Drug Use and Addiction 
Spring Break: March 14 – March 20 

Week 9:  March 21 – March 27 Module 9:  Drunkenness and Alcoholism 

Week 10:  March 28 – April 3 Module 10:  Suicide 
Week 11:  April 4 – April 10 Module 11:  Heterosexual Deviance 

Week 12:  April 11 – April 17 Module 12:  Gays, Lesbians, and Homophobia 
Week 13:  April 18 – April 24 Module 13:  Physical Disabilities 

Week 14:  April 25 – May 1 Module 14:  Mental Disorders 
Week 15:  May 2– May 8 Module 15:  Environmental Deviance 

Final essay due May 6th at 5 p.m. MST 
Week 16:  May 9 – May 13 Module 16:  Recent Forms of Deviance 

Class ends on Friday 
 
Discussions:   
For each module, 1st post is due by Wednesday at 5 p.m., follow-up posts are due by Sunday at 
11:59 p.m. MST. 
 
Quizzes: 
For each module, due by Sunday at 11:59 p.m. MST. 
 
Final Essay: 
Due by May 6th, 5:00 p.m. MST. 
 
Please note the course will close on Friday, May 13th at 11:59 p.m. MST. 


