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ASI's Statement of Solidarity

These are historical times that have revealed the pain, turmoil,
anguish, and divisiveness society still confronts when it comes to
racism–a deep and abiding stain on society’s past that continues
today. ASI envisions a compassionate world where animals flourish and
that world embraces respect, dignity, and social justice for all
humans. ASI stands with Black Lives Matter and opposes all forms of
racism, injustice, and violence as antithetical to our vision of a
compassionate world and we stand with our supporters who are
committed to ending racism.

We Need Your Help Today to Make a Difference
Tomorrow

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Pht0gpWIKuSiqynlV0ke7bDgO2EJG9WUAYOyAAV8q1R_EMG8M_RWmyJEWmy65YskmR6wS73uQ06OgnPR0HyuFX4_Xp_GAbbZWwI5Fs3I9jyocsIuOyQTJ-0rQFW1PKMWdw1AdUbGJ4PIzybvRA-pM-VJHdzIypX7EFzGCjtMwlcykV9WMe72mkEUBMNcvr2JM6NNEoODunVkwn6I9dn4pj1hsQli6wmn&c=HOAdEoAtsff53qavo0uMGTmTcIZHg7nEnYnyokQXCaiBOvGDNaxK9g==&ch=Yr4e3KjFLgSMyRYfZAQEdgNEL-c5pPvZfKiTlRKHc-3mmQTdZzUm0Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Pht0gpWIKuSiqynlV0ke7bDgO2EJG9WUAYOyAAV8q1R_EMG8M_RWmyJEWmy65YskyeSg_vS_V8VvYp263_xZ-YamcWmb2k_U3zthBazVHeLtp0gGpjN2fw-long_tOtRopeDpH28pxXmYSij_s_80eE_h0JH2cBpLm_b52PKx6X8N9GRUWoMTUdetUSuIkRhe3clQTyCR4TlnXFJ3WHp5YJXBQNUrLOiB4Lf0zESbG6oFe6iZVuP81IalWm5wo6OC1R4IJrG3AnqxeKlmz280cD98WJxGf0UPG1rrXr6FvA=&c=HOAdEoAtsff53qavo0uMGTmTcIZHg7nEnYnyokQXCaiBOvGDNaxK9g==&ch=Yr4e3KjFLgSMyRYfZAQEdgNEL-c5pPvZfKiTlRKHc-3mmQTdZzUm0Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Pht0gpWIKuSiqynlV0ke7bDgO2EJG9WUAYOyAAV8q1R_EMG8M_RWmyJEWmy65YskmsnzJSquvKpD9U5STAT4byEHK6chButT_utwqtzkH6BqWm98mo9bbIv5F3zuQI8wtg0K3eS-fQ1m9b6Hg3Im7nPs2yPGVjieyXCFmEeaTp4LB33Pi-wOqOyDoejPEnBRKlbZ00IIVE7ikGAB-9XO7acrmISyxdkVN11JnCPcEC6DPfQ9UJzWcAsUnzDGKr9jvhrQXcWtVwUEk8uS_-aki_4eSAtyQA0lHfB7R6QHywyYAcU_JrKMCDujovg-lFmW&c=HOAdEoAtsff53qavo0uMGTmTcIZHg7nEnYnyokQXCaiBOvGDNaxK9g==&ch=Yr4e3KjFLgSMyRYfZAQEdgNEL-c5pPvZfKiTlRKHc-3mmQTdZzUm0Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Pht0gpWIKuSiqynlV0ke7bDgO2EJG9WUAYOyAAV8q1R_EMG8M_RWm6DIo2BPj28X9l1nL5cOK0E5FYWzL4qcP8buqgTA7xUsonR2lRquib0M9GsEet5fj3hCv8D8lrCBO8ihXjyr5rbe90hFNAqluKamT99r5apk&c=HOAdEoAtsff53qavo0uMGTmTcIZHg7nEnYnyokQXCaiBOvGDNaxK9g==&ch=Yr4e3KjFLgSMyRYfZAQEdgNEL-c5pPvZfKiTlRKHc-3mmQTdZzUm0Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Pht0gpWIKuSiqynlV0ke7bDgO2EJG9WUAYOyAAV8q1R_EMG8M_RWm3qu38dvGBrGuGgvNOs2Abfw_RY730I3CVPREvOOrZDA390mxh0aMojbyd9FxozkPpjJ7DNqhuoLv7bAFug3olMtTuBQYwrjcySJVIE6cGvFntosTiUhUgM5x19coFpKLw==&c=HOAdEoAtsff53qavo0uMGTmTcIZHg7nEnYnyokQXCaiBOvGDNaxK9g==&ch=Yr4e3KjFLgSMyRYfZAQEdgNEL-c5pPvZfKiTlRKHc-3mmQTdZzUm0Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Pht0gpWIKuSiqynlV0ke7bDgO2EJG9WUAYOyAAV8q1R_EMG8M_RWm5wAf6irfpjm0Dv0xBcSJtok31UDeWPQ3AtkedPxnIRJAzoLxvYy3QrrAgQa24MtyHnSSyNsVuSW-Gz2tEkjISOHHKagpm-_5aMSyKUCrq3bmVVkSavzV6Q=&c=HOAdEoAtsff53qavo0uMGTmTcIZHg7nEnYnyokQXCaiBOvGDNaxK9g==&ch=Yr4e3KjFLgSMyRYfZAQEdgNEL-c5pPvZfKiTlRKHc-3mmQTdZzUm0Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Pht0gpWIKuSiqynlV0ke7bDgO2EJG9WUAYOyAAV8q1R_EMG8M_RWm3jFQASpDJHyO_KkaaIsIq0lX_oFUx5We8iPFKLdHQFmzq7FYVog_YE3SYFnx1qocOoczd-VOtNUmWvstllhHxSJ3uQ7F4zSZwLAPk78HGYJcy7oomf773nG-f0m0EyPenM7pllZuXPu_WslcUrTRYB3NncoK42hJFNTdxq-l7_WBOFbvrUV_czxMaV0PYVVVDMoMsb2ruFfUUvXvRtYqiR4lA72UPTfYadJuDQwm6sklCq7rBEgi-DfmB8316nj5trP0xxkY3UghMfHXvBaoN1UPLsEbi5I7gPeh8r21q47MnLoZTT8Vk93jKMy0OUoYw==&c=HOAdEoAtsff53qavo0uMGTmTcIZHg7nEnYnyokQXCaiBOvGDNaxK9g==&ch=Yr4e3KjFLgSMyRYfZAQEdgNEL-c5pPvZfKiTlRKHc-3mmQTdZzUm0Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Pht0gpWIKuSiqynlV0ke7bDgO2EJG9WUAYOyAAV8q1R_EMG8M_RWmxHoQj0ZyaQcUwIGswIU1xEeQt1SEqRUKuj6ulYVuSa03oq_hhnzZyE8pk8Yb9nTo52_JhD1EENHP5CbqlizkZEJ-FfWrrQW4BLzwolJap3wDb0Hajwls8qXEg-zAbf9vg==&c=HOAdEoAtsff53qavo0uMGTmTcIZHg7nEnYnyokQXCaiBOvGDNaxK9g==&ch=Yr4e3KjFLgSMyRYfZAQEdgNEL-c5pPvZfKiTlRKHc-3mmQTdZzUm0Q==
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Dear ASI Friends,

People across the nation and around the world are
reaching out, stepping up, and doing what they can to help
humans and animals as we fight COVID-19. Here at ASI,
we are curating reliable COVID-19 animal-related
information—highlighting the positive and dispelling faulty
information that has the potential to harm animals.

Now, as always, we want to ensure that both animals and
people are staying safe. But I must tell you, right now our programs are in trouble.
Donations are known to dwindle in times of uncertainty—and that is exactly what
we are experiencing.

This COVID-19 donation downturn affects all of us concerned with advancing
knowledge to improve animal lives and that’s why we’re turning to you for help.

Will you donate $25 or more today to help us catch up on the fundraising
we need to continue to make a difference for animals and people alike?

ASI provides information, tools, and hands-on assistance to people working on
the full spectrum of human-animal relationships. Our meaningful work includes
everything from treating people who abuse animals to translating research on
human-animal interaction into practice and policy.

We don’t receive government funding. We don’t have endowments. We rely solely
on individual donations from people just like you—people who care about animals
and our relationships with them—to maintain our operations, retain our staff, and
continue the good results our programs foster.

I realize this is a stressful and uncertain time for us all, and there is a tendency to
want to wait until it’s all over to act. Please know, the only way we can keep our
programs thriving is with your help.

Your contribution today of $25 or more will make a huge difference to ASI’s
operations and programs.

I’ve never before asked for your assistance with this sense of urgency. Please
help us today so that we can continue to make a difference tomorrow.

Stay safe and healthy!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Pht0gpWIKuSiqynlV0ke7bDgO2EJG9WUAYOyAAV8q1R_EMG8M_RWmxHoQj0ZyaQcUwIGswIU1xEeQt1SEqRUKuj6ulYVuSa03oq_hhnzZyE8pk8Yb9nTo52_JhD1EENHP5CbqlizkZEJ-FfWrrQW4BLzwolJap3wDb0Hajwls8qXEg-zAbf9vg==&c=HOAdEoAtsff53qavo0uMGTmTcIZHg7nEnYnyokQXCaiBOvGDNaxK9g==&ch=Yr4e3KjFLgSMyRYfZAQEdgNEL-c5pPvZfKiTlRKHc-3mmQTdZzUm0Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Pht0gpWIKuSiqynlV0ke7bDgO2EJG9WUAYOyAAV8q1R_EMG8M_RWm52UkZFLbIBE_zaHZGkXAopdJ8aaXGATqtL0gL0QBi9M7qV66jWWRUbp5Z2TWWJNGcINTdt0GdpFHFy5X_Z8M9AOjvxZB9J_TSvRlqyZCspIbqCbZ12CaHEmuYbx3MBNRg==&c=HOAdEoAtsff53qavo0uMGTmTcIZHg7nEnYnyokQXCaiBOvGDNaxK9g==&ch=Yr4e3KjFLgSMyRYfZAQEdgNEL-c5pPvZfKiTlRKHc-3mmQTdZzUm0Q==
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Executive Director

 Intersections Between Race, Humans and Other Animals

Industrialized Animal Agriculture Workers 

A Reflection by Dr. Gala Argent, HAS Program Director

 Industrialized animal agriculture
workers 

As last month, aspects of the COVID-
19 virus continued this month to raise
concern about both the “depopulation”
of animals within the factory farming
industry. According to information
reported in an email from and

compiled by Sentient Media from The New York Times,
the Guardian and Science, at least 20 million farmed and lab animals have been
exterminated because of the pandemic.

The situation has also worsened for the treatment of workers within industrialized
animal agriculture. Although the statistics vary depending upon how the
demographics are categorized and measured, it is clear that Black, Hispanic, and
Asian workers comprise a large percentage of meat industry workers. It is
also clear that food production workers are more likely to have household
incomes 200% below the federal poverty level and, in particular, Black and
Hispanic workers are also more likely to be uninsured compared to workers
overall. These findings show that many food production workers have

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Pht0gpWIKuSiqynlV0ke7bDgO2EJG9WUAYOyAAV8q1R_EMG8M_RWm56-mRqPl6vepiZjGdNvWnCG2n8oeE6J3qY4p_PKE7TR8QklePy-NNvejT0oedHJ9acFzusyZLu_IhxQxwE2TjWN21dwQ0Lv04kHLUOtbc6OjuJo1RH7ye2HsTWZiaeBgUXyCZazblX9uGTbALW7r_EFlgJq3sws2-PIk-fW1OzLmtXscfc89eg-9U1Z6nTBqo6LrARX02Xh&c=HOAdEoAtsff53qavo0uMGTmTcIZHg7nEnYnyokQXCaiBOvGDNaxK9g==&ch=Yr4e3KjFLgSMyRYfZAQEdgNEL-c5pPvZfKiTlRKHc-3mmQTdZzUm0Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU1guYfH3qC8NwknDL7uuk69EiJfFjBCMIDvJ25eQWDkHouG906SleKMgKD_QZBUeG-zxnjy89qzn8-b3COYOtE3Bqlo_2q0QqFV9helrPwTqN9cffwYb9kooalTau4Zl5rVCA0GkdgEHSbD3o_uJI7T7NYJYW3c9lN36Td-FzF9NTuJwttxte-a5zTEEXxE7t0LxwFo4pSu8VqDH3Ae12jwTdAW96IsU0IeWZkVCenrjtvOWbhupCIb38ks2K8l5QIAB4-Di_0r16BOW5M3kjxD5wvHdfZ2R7vEBWmtoyrRW8-7Jt1NQGkuappJXH9EwwZWCRdeaJiR5w8r1rtgF26ZQ60kRvK-tXJpKrFG-eaDwgxiEuU4ORmTnu664JzE8ZD&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU1VLDS0JR110LPkhmt9KKNW2pvOoisxOwl07YIfvnITTeNo6uokRhRsRudI4QvSoGupcFp3Z8D89te7b4nhsBzyk1T989cdwQ8vFORgdIDWM6LW5tKbNsmkH28yDaU_rYG00Dh39T_xsJl7i3yTVzr_3uZ_yZsoHWZc_68OtCQblwzkEYBQ6A6JQ==&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU1_CZWQUozn4mQ76qQi1SUUPMFnjRBksLJjlUcSYNL1Rxou4MXuw55OSFpu1pgiDjS0tvvyRcZqcgu0OcEzxb-AZI83WYLiI0rEl8hywA8cCRR0OvkkXaa0SyKJ5t--nbbb3kfRhCLx3AQM59_SF3QZASxdQ8xr6H9YLc6lFK69tIBniL_Ig-4e-VrGyWdxtxj4_UCmsvfF24BSr9EBxq3YlLxIjqP0P7pp56xZbsDzK-HmHXz6WkDkFNu-E31pJm42z9_QnWpzAPmS8U0DfRwWOcA19nc2uPHE0g8k1XWVfhpPB9G4g93oA==&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
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limited ability to absorb income decreases, creating disincentives for them to
miss work even if they feel ill or fear getting ill, and increasing the risk of them
experiencing financial challenges if they do miss work.

Meat production rebounded this month after the factory farming industry lobbied
the US administration to intervene and reverse plant closures mandated by local
and state officials. Following the federal administration classifying these factories
as “essential,” COVID-19 cases have increased dramatically at slaughter and
packing plants. As of press time, at least 32,049 workers have tested positive
for Covid-19 and at least 109 workers have died. 

This creates a problem that ties the industry’s inhumane treatment of animals with
social justice concerns for the humans involved, where economic instability and
lack of insurance force workers into unsafe conditions. While some plants have
closed temporarily, worker safety has been ignored by management in others,
and instances of plants attempting to block the release of COVID-19 testing
results have angered public health officials. In a North Carolina chicken plant, for
instance, Tyson hired a private company to take over testing and ceased relaying
the results of the testing. Only after the state public health director warned
Tyson that its testing company could face prosecution did the health
department receive the information. (Similar actions to downplay the
pandemic’s death and infection rates of Indigenous peoples in Brazil have
pressed the country’s indigenous federation’s executive director, Sônia
Guajajara, to assert that the administration’s institutional racism is leading
to state-authorized genocide, “The government wants to hide the real numbers
in order to carry out its plan to exterminate the indigenous peoples.”)

In addition to trying to simply stay alive in these dangerous conditions and to care
for their families under economic conditions that already make this difficult, these
workers also face ethnic scapegoating. Rather than confront the problem for
workers in these plants, some industry spokespeople, politicians, administration
officials sought to blame the workers themselves. A Smithfield plant
spokesperson cited the plant’s “large immigrant population,” in which “living
circumstances in certain cultures are different than they are with your traditional
American family”; Wisconsin Supreme Court Chief Justice Patience
Roggensack downplayed a regional outbreak, declaring that it involved
meatpacking workers and not “the regular folks” of the area; and  U.S. Health and
Human Services Secretary Alex Azar faulted the "home and social" aspects of
workers' lives rather than the conditions inside the facilities for the illness spikes. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU1_CZWQUozn4mQ76qQi1SUUPMFnjRBksLJjlUcSYNL1Rxou4MXuw55OSFpu1pgiDjS0tvvyRcZqcgu0OcEzxb-AZI83WYLiI0rEl8hywA8cCRR0OvkkXaa0SyKJ5t--nbbb3kfRhCLx3AQM59_SF3QZASxdQ8xr6H9YLc6lFK69tIBniL_Ig-4e-VrGyWdxtxj4_UCmsvfF24BSr9EBxq3YlLxIjqP0P7pp56xZbsDzK-HmHXz6WkDkFNu-E31pJm42z9_QnWpzAPmS8U0DfRwWOcA19nc2uPHE0g8k1XWVfhpPB9G4g93oA==&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU1uHNuV7hhocowq2hjAlnUTBGxrwGi5xGDyi4AiuUN2FHuCwW9yqCF0JU2gIB2GnESbUO9fi-p8-Evu2L9i1GJkJK6vZjOzDyE1Vnp9CWhD4KuJhbf1UJuDprXFxbNYvDho_Fc1GdC4xe6Ywv0NIUIaLoov0W6MFAEuJ2oRfWOxVcLammv_-i4Bnu3tQLGdLYUwI4fV3ofvvp2KjjId6vIRxoJLSe2GLPGFFXRA85MJho7IgGy2WTNLZh5DZRYSdbA8bPae8Plx1PhBb7PgHpyQH0XALuyWXd8&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU1mAwQWK1rvqi8T4fbB0X1ViXLkNITh4JDq_sBHth7kLbXVc5iE3B-dreORyKWGI4RxkGE7irwBqTz8xowSmNH6L9kNYPlzYm9VzXL2f68v_7AisBKbY_6BdhYlWsh9LCVZg86KvojnFpmdv7jDLWenNhWURZLKLXP&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU15m0jqhiUNQSvCRWR116LM1sNmYczjWmup0gZzoyFZI_KWusMLDNmpb4Xp-aonjjymVdn2Z3BZLQg5vghabiCbNzXREPY5Rc5dqITueMdgf1F0x2hUTvCTLkFEhyGbypYWvOueqbta4OBq-fZYrquXCKdr9HRgOb8SuDqX48ZcLqCAA-8ioNaW0o8rTfHGgqPWtxZS2iALCil8XGDxYU9J45rwcdtJabQJOCDulruLwGwGTWqg-8ehxLeIDVleOEV6QXo6eE2NO0ZqPKE240C4jVo1sgHG-leGkT5-dKdec4=&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU10XhNeyYOZt1OstrgDM4X5o23NKeO53YwAyo2RNZ83XHFEy5NbY5M7fJidATzvFOoHooqCw7p1abLCq0tFAPqw9wjSQEMWvOWliLJ4gwcuzLACaDM4wpIwi63RSdcuYH92YUUqB_iQ1dZLoxlURxQs4gNZMFl1voImtEMrdq4w-X2cRj3Zvscgri49B9z6b2K0Z-mFyR5s_6WvNulhDConDJ77FFRPt_ux0YAxsKNUYpJwDvKlBCRdQ==&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU17ShwlsTpjm9dvuZSne9cRfeUNh5Fiftos4IP6yOAcHZNBT9zufxLdYScmrURsB2NT9l9lKNmBPMJh1yJcyzsXsHpVloaZ5VpuTM_zC-z67mcjVhs5OrW4aPITai2TI-SYvv7R2kTbPsGMGYRW0dD8hczXkt9eFEAS3ZG31hoqWGfNB8gb0T8Uj9St2S5RlsAPAtecUW1vu4Q0MYVDNjEtkrvcU3aubSdZBbvWin3UjDnVkJJOxBFRrDvbeF_X4Kv2EiKNLtgjTXt1LOCoXpAaFiwPgKXZtOynnNJscgX1iPeddEFW0sl2G3dsTVM4pJt6lrO7teLLouzHwkcFbKX72iH2vcEdAFMvCnzE4AFUx5o-FHgOr8siGPclkH7_v5Wj2iKVF6QSD4wYyg5eNQ-i4koA1GTgMdT&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
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Coronavirus outbreaks in meat processing facilities are not limited to the
USA. Germany has recorded its largest local COVID-19 outbreak since it started
reopening its economy in early May; out of 1000 tested, more than 600
employees at a slaughterhouse were positive for coronavirus. German
officials are acting more responsibly, however. Local authorities shut down the
plant, and suspended all schools and daycare centers in the region until June
29.

Meanwhile, as discussed last month, the United States has continued to export
pork to China, showing that concerns over supply issues in the USA were
overstated in order to reopen the plants because “keeping the plants open
would also protect their long-term investments in exporting to a country
that is vital to their growth."

Sociologist Cory Wrenn recently took a scholarly look at the problem,
challenging “Neo-colonial practices that serve to spread Western dietary
practices, entrench developing regions in animal agriculture, and fan food
insecurity.” Echoing the point that addressing the environmental crisis and climate
change must involve dismantling white supremacy, the director of strategic
partnerships for the Sierra Club, Hap Hopkins, connects today’s environmental
crises with racism as “all a part of the same story…. Just as the settlers had to
believe and tell stories to dehumanize the people they killed, plundered, and
terrorized, today’s systems... can only work by dehumanizing people.”

And on a positive note, the coronavirus pandemic continues to push more
consumers to buy meat alternatives—over half of those polled in the United
States now want meat-free options—with sales soaring 168.5% in the first
week in June, and meatless alternatives are becoming more readily available.

We are pleased to announce our
new, public, Human-Animal
Studies Facebook group has
exceeded 1000 members in less
than a month since its launch! The
group is designed to fill the need
for a network for sharing
information and promoting
research, accomplishments, jobs,

events and activities related to the multifaceted and complex relationships that

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU15-_w6yyqXK37GAjuqph6OjiCXgxjLnvv0JmnrQQexU5JcslmCK9KyRDJSbzkvUpLpuQW8LITxv2dTge7rGzR01BQ0kLgABM0y91eQSrP5Nbv0krD97IVosv9E8mcVp1Ooc8_avfqMxHWxMmsOWc1QacFvl9y9J11AYstXdCjxNu9YVt0P7ItK1KPDkgsawyFcypMWYk16lF78eGyb83Jq4tINx-ahBKfZIH7g59uLi26KlbK_6Z76dpi88pmh7i_WwgLDXcx9pDtcPReSl_jJB7XqLM9rUHeS7Wa3Dlvvs4=&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU14kvGOcF196vfAxDEeq-I17m0hfeNtB63zsBmHDwe54FOFv_0VJjmqnjYoxfvnmSixaV6wd0D1itmXkgXL0maKidmlC4nWDobgtZVuG2b1QPv8k2qKnqsWwofnvi09T9fTOOs7XlJKjmmF3sJcbeJxl8vyN-nYppby_7b_LmZN__UDZG9iqEnDQveQmpCe2gfOS_UP744ACiLlzo3VRTKo-wC1azSDj4--cZREJjB58J2JHQXXXlohj-kvvnDqv3MQSKpzlzD8bA_rJ0me9rmONoCw1T0LllT&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU1PHW3AQg452sF_JU0oNADVvkQZNwmZ_E_StuzWV9VCXMvRlBgLARBKVPgtyLXOOPwJM1tPlwQRwSMIQMDdr8E-dnrVfzavUcmo23n2coL5GyWtenZsl-pN-kVApkDI_Vg4TRInkNkNhEA_52KS4tDdP_DVWYVPzLquHdK4Cc9KDAMGXQrHb5qNQ==&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU1nheQ-4tBh1xdOtYGjFDmEAEI_0XUYr8XqIjN8ADp-QqS4X2iPeXJqvEpC8vT75WhoRJ2v2F6krEqWSfHy9WKq3OXRqtdI56WWSipUTJlIB5mkLKRRrwmCP7jZACg8cCFMfYMUcDHMg5-ZN_ev3UoOU4WGHfd9HlpTCHG2E7RI9nooQcjE11L_nSE2vKB8sKCEem5EDwZRNVvfX6yw4i9TfzQSl2GqdYionp7UUQWWEFsfHfqNrmj-DDmbU9JOH53UrPlwuZr4pXoz0XlCAr5zFPufZXcrIexi2BMAnVikK17Au_CqPmOnSdnKJMeVgzNcml3fAykG-p3qlA0LwRwGIvTz_U3HK6b9GXLpB3GyVc=&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU1MrBFPRT6qXw2ShURVPQA4NQUdHgvQXVxRYVPbssEu2lgU79_zt4ojQt1nC_JybgoK84T4iRiPy1glmVTAsSoce8jK4dC9IvN4Z9X4AIc3hNvwRJ562pBSknn3rHLFAiA8OiwzY3vGX30CJ8shRwzA224L-E-reJmif5239BdKDYuVXzyDJZNFCH2lKGF84Yzu0LuoRdynLbJifwny4z0ABnc0pvR4pQf&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU153foMEnogBbABMWvF3YufvyDzn3EUMLwGS3LvwviabBY840YtqtHuFa0uqsbHu_atwvpCcslsjj1jTiz9gdO8hcLeKNHJhZ_WsI6ORM2N5ipAu7tF5DzCxZMAD1SmccH3giJW_aX4nnHoeb0sAXy6VURZ0iZXSBxuUQMywcmIMuA54NzrtDKALUFelkzTi__gI4qbIfE2i7aw_davizYmo-tMD6PAMYrthFw2rbJ8-_LSFdfhMseh7t8yj8OfDwDoT7L0qBziw-L08j7oft_SRq38qCQ_2LJCxv1Y2cEREkieG-Thhf1JQ==&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq3md15KgWIU1WfmtzNP1qriIGDP8ltLuUG8_XjPOt0fa6HpO8jXZu2mcQ7fSSQiFPq0HxS3w-YLBStRfWfgLvGfNaABm4r8Ei51-XAqMG62l9dLdvBEkQPa8u2nDb58z312mRY7-eGxWpRP2mRhOxhaFNn2wyZZmrJK0aLW3erG3SPA3Sm9ZML-wHCFPdCviVr3HXC0G8uclA3nd_iObF2AoMyqS2QrMI-15DLK2OETV7gLiYED_d790l10TaGoSoZvm6yKVvCYbPUc6Th0HY0y1-9cqpHvjwYY1R8He78LA&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq2vb8xDdq_YRkdd1xtZkspqCwDe5aUjQUCwm5B3JAsfLugVOky69CtBxbXkf0HcyVyOTXXW9Wxlcppwzt979qiD_zTPBCd6DvBOvDcf-S5lB1mXwYmGSw85Rw2KkwpxJ1_QmHY2Canp16lDZ0RSOZiE=&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==


30/06/2020 Gmail - Your ASI Monthly Newsletter Has Arrived

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=c569a42175&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1670930863255281263&ser=1 6/9

exist between human and other animals. Please join us there, share HAS-
related information, and spread the word!
 

THE POLICY CORNER

U.S. and Canada Policy Update
Bee Friedlander, ASI Board Member

Most of the country has
begun to resume activities
after the pandemic
shutdowns of the past few
months. In this country,
Congress and state
legislatures are beginning to
consider bills unrelated to

the pandemic, so it’s worth keeping a watchful eye for developments
that impact animals. 

Some activity we’ve been following recently:

US Department of the Interior: full steam ahead during the
COVID-19 shutdown

The past few months have seen some concerning administrative
actions from the Interior Department:

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act: first passed in 1918 and a
bedrock environmental law, is under attack. The administration
has proposed a final rule that would re-interpret the law so it
would not apply to “incidental takings” of birds. Some of the
greatest threats that birds face come from habitat destruction and
direct threats posed by industry. Under the final rule published by
the administration earlier this year, industry can escape legal
responsibility for birds’ deaths (estimated to be 1+ billion per
year) unless they intended to harm birds. This would eviscerate a
law that was used, for example, to hold BP liable for damages to
the Gulf of Mexico from the Deepwater Horizon spill in 2010. In
early June, the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) issued

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g_QMyTLSlefEm7rWuU7gEUwXKyVKETOThklNLV0Rz6o3RGLBasqjq2vb8xDdq_YRkdd1xtZkspqCwDe5aUjQUCwm5B3JAsfLugVOky69CtBxbXkf0HcyVyOTXXW9Wxlcppwzt979qiD_zTPBCd6DvBOvDcf-S5lB1mXwYmGSw85Rw2KkwpxJ1_QmHY2Canp16lDZ0RSOZiE=&c=02yENv6YMEQi_FGtZ4RLGGgQU_MantPj2z9s_dKkPRzVI6BuLQQ1PQ==&ch=6nlb_BxW3CEK1gVN8GxoxTSAMHmkX7JbClCzcy6v0yqVdyGSdzmUQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Pht0gpWIKuSiqynlV0ke7bDgO2EJG9WUAYOyAAV8q1R_EMG8M_RWmyJEWmy65YskAqzyUnSugjdzhmvz74veFr70LDnouLZdMh67slLQg0wJN20awKWBH_DFuzbrEo07ymzWp4qQOJBH32dvjJupP0hRcGp5ippTfc3sp7v1e0RNh9zx2944sVLQOumXJdqfaMROpTj8EbpLw4ybhM789Pm4OwGRo6vVYgiYhoe8V1nfDOLOSO4jHx52XzTtr75BL-rQo_E5Q-dOxIr3vqr5oU2JqRoxpdzikYEwgKucdTUPBpy-3PUFPFUu-0kvEyH4tJQniGZYefIggbwq332nvTKhWr6IG1eoVG1m8w48tY-6eFkdCynKvu0Jxt1X-TOM2bo-EurXi6eubWEYoyJtXXydUulL3ooCX5qsAtbvS7hNox5pWWBGGE5dtRg-1P2VJZrrLUtp3CId3L59McI01UW5OwDGMtnvLjT0SPgBCXvK8MyiWw09MH8-O5ZUhNVfOTPmGEj45_4=&c=HOAdEoAtsff53qavo0uMGTmTcIZHg7nEnYnyokQXCaiBOvGDNaxK9g==&ch=Yr4e3KjFLgSMyRYfZAQEdgNEL-c5pPvZfKiTlRKHc-3mmQTdZzUm0Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Pht0gpWIKuSiqynlV0ke7bDgO2EJG9WUAYOyAAV8q1R_EMG8M_RWmyJEWmy65YskBDTgtU9aWqAdEQfwAGjnTqYXwsLhvEsVKPOdL_1j1BoDmhqn8rg3sfDWlkK6ila4EFhB2eJ38Hmcz81PVq_UaxwVX6sTlbgLsapgvNHPMqRluYnnsz4CX5M011C6aLEwd7zRToP2U6A=&c=HOAdEoAtsff53qavo0uMGTmTcIZHg7nEnYnyokQXCaiBOvGDNaxK9g==&ch=Yr4e3KjFLgSMyRYfZAQEdgNEL-c5pPvZfKiTlRKHc-3mmQTdZzUm0Q==


30/06/2020 Gmail - Your ASI Monthly Newsletter Has Arrived

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=c569a42175&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1670930863255281263&ser=1 7/9

a draft environmental impact statement; comments are open
until July 20, 2020.

     

National Wildlife Refuges: USFWS has issued a proposed rule
increasing hunting and fishing on 89 wildlife refuges and opening
8 for the first time. This impacts 2.3 million acres of land in 44
states. Despite the scope of the proposal, the agency maintained
that certain environmental and other reviews – which are time-
consuming – were unnecessary. The comment period ended June
8, and USFWS will be reviewing and responding to the comments.

 

Hunting practices on federal lands in Alaska: 
Doughnuts soaked in bacon grease; spotlights to blind and
shoot hibernating denning black bear mothers and their
cubs; gunning down swimming caribou from motorboats;
killing wolves and coyotes, including pups, during the
season when mothers wean their young; using dogs to hunt
bears. All these practices, supported by trophy hunting
interests and in line with practices in the state of Alaska, will
be legal beginning in July. A National Park Service Final
Rule overturned a 2015 ban on these practices.

Meanwhile, USFWS issued a proposed rule, open for
comment through August 10, that would again allow baiting
of brown bears on two million acres of public lands in
Alaska’s Kenai National Wildlife Refuge. Wildlife officials have
expressed concern about the decline of brown bear
population in the state.  

Recent Ag Gag Activity in US, Canada

North Carolina’s law was recently struck down as a violation of the
1st amendment. The 2015 law imposed civil (not criminal)
penalties, and targeted whistleblowers and undercover
investigations more broadly in industries other than industrial
agriculture   
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The Iowa legislature has passed, and the governor has signed, the
state’s 3rd attempt at ag-gag legislation, this one rushed through
in the midst of a pandemic. The original law was struck down and
the second iteration is on hold pending resolution of a lawsuit
challenging its constitutionality. This version creates a crime of
"food operation trespass," a misdemeanor for a first offense and a
felony thereafter. Iowa has been involved in challenges to its
various laws since the first one passed in 2012.

Ontario passed the Bill 156, Security from Trespass and Protecting
Food Safety Act, a controversial ag-gag bill that opponents noted
was enacted at a time when more transparency in food production
is necessary. The Ontario Federation of Agriculture’s
Submission in support of the bill stated that “We simply do not
know if animals are capable of reasoning and cognitive thought,
therefore we cannot attribute human qualities of reasoning and
cognitive thought on animals as the activists would like" (page 9)
and argued that animals are actually protected by their property
status because it imposes legal obligations on the owner to
provide When an animal is “owned”, as under provincial
legislation, there is a legal obligation for the owner or caregiver to
provide for the standards of care to the animals. (page 10)        
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